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Anne Thies focuses in 
her research on EU 

external relations and 
international trade law. 
She established and co-
edits the first academic 
law journal in the field of 
EU external relations law, 
Europe and the World – 
A Law Review (UCL Press, 
open access). 
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lawyer in Germany, 

holds an LLM from the 
University of London 
(LSE) and a Dr. iur. from 
the Ludwig-Maximi-
lians-Universität, Munich, 
Germany.
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The presentation turns to the 
EU’s current ways of advan-

cing gender equality and the eco-
nomic empowerment of women 
through its trade policy, including 
treaty-making and trade-related 
legislation. It thereby distingui-
shes between 

(1) the EU’s interaction with non-
EU actors and the EU’s contribu-
tion to the dissemination of in-
ternational law (eg CEDAW, ILO 
Conventions), and 

(2) the EU’s approach to the role 
of private stakeholders in ad-
vancing gender equality through 
trade.
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